North Africa and SW Asia Today
1. Europeans began controlling this region of the world in the form of a _____, or a country that is placed under the control of another power by international agreement.


A. dictatorship     B. colony     C. mandate     D. tradeoff

2. Which of the following explains why the Jews wanted to live in Palestine?

A. they were fleeing persecution in Eastern Europe

B. because of economic opportunities

C. because of a mandate

D. none of the above

3. Why were the Arab-Israeli wars fought?

A. because of the formation of the PLO

B. because of developing economic opportunities

C. because a mandate was upheld

D. because both the Jews and Arabs claimed the same land

4. Which of the following is not source of conflict in the North Africa and Southwest Asia region?

A. differences between Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims

B. conflicts between Christians and Muslims

C. ethnic conflicts

D. conflicts between Muslims and followers of Islam

5. Which of the following actions sparked the Persian Gulf War?
A. formation of the PLO

B. uprising of the Kurds

C. invasion of Kuwait by Iraq

D. the death of Saddam Hussein

6. Which of the following statements is false?

A. Half the world’s oil is produced in this region of the world.

B. Petrochemicals are made from crude oil and used in cosmetics and plastics.

C. Oil is a secondary product.

D. The production of cotton is important in Egypt.

7. Which of the following is a function of OPEC?

A. producing oil

B. deciding on the amount of oil produced and its price

C. the decision to develop petrochemicals

D. acting as a liaison between Latin America and Saudi Arabia

8. _____ is the dominant religion in this region.


A. Christianity     B. Judaism     C. Buddhism     D. Islam

9. Many Muslims go on a pilgrimage to Mecca known as a _____ .


A. Ramadan     B. Hajj     C. Rosh Hashanah     D. none of the above

10. How is the Muslim year different from our calendar year?
A. Each month in the Muslim year is 31 days.

B. Each month in the Muslim year is 29 days.

C. The Muslim year follows lunar cycles.

D. The tenth month in the Muslim year is considered as Ramadan.

11. Why is westernization appealing to some people in this region?

A. because people like to eat at McDonald’s

B. because advances in Science allow people to live longer in this region

C. because some people believe that westernization will give them a higher standard of living

D. because people embrace their traditional culture

12. Which of the following statements is false?

A. A Saudi woman can have one husband, but a Saudi man is allowed to have four wives.

B. Clothing reveals much about the region’s cultures.

C. The women in all countries of this region are treated poorly, with little education.

D. Women in Saudi Arabia have few rights.

13. The _____ dam was built by Nasser to control the flooding of the Nile River.


A. Farouk     B. Anwar Sadat     C. Aswan high     D. Muslim Brotherhood

14. This dam is an example of a tradeoff since:

A. it provides electrical power, but no longer deposits rich soil
B. it deposits rich soil, but provides electric power as well

C. it allows soil to have a higher fertility, but creates excess pollution

D. none of the above

15. In 1979, _____ become the first Arab state to sign a peace treaty with Israel.


A. Egypt     B. Palestine      C. Iraq     D. Palestine

16. Poor peasant farmers in Egypt are known as _____ .


A. fellahin     B. tradeoffs     C. farouks      D. Coriano-ites

17. The extremist group that believes that Egypt should be governed by Islamic law is known as _____ .


A. OPEC      B. Fellahin     C. Muslim Brotherhood      D. Al-queda

18. Which of the following is a false statement?

A. Cairo is the world’s largest city.

B. Cairo pays its teachers well!

C. Cairo has little socioeconomic diversity amongst its citizens.

D. Cairo is Africa’s largest city.

19. Why is Egypt considered the region’s cultural leader?

A. It became the first place with a strong feminist movement.

B. The media is strong.

C. Egypt requires its children to attend elementary school

D. All of the above

20. _____ is a movement that encouraged Jews to return to Palestine.

A. Zionism     B. Law of Return     C. Kibbutzism     D. Hajj

21. Small farming villages, called kibbutzim, mimic what form of government?


A. socialism     B. communism     C. dictatorships      D. capitalism

22. What groups of immigrants have most recently emigrated to Israel?


A. Jewish     B. Arabs     C. Palestinians     D. Israelis

23. ______ is the Jewish new year in which people make resolutions similar to resolutions many U.S. citizens make on New Year’s.


A. Rosh Hashanah     B. Yom Kippur     C. Kurdism     D. none of the above

24. Differentiate between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

25. Describe how oil in the region has led to conflicts.

26. List and describe two sources of conflict in the region (other than oil).

